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Panjab people. Golab Sing had a character containing some
good or strong elements but profoundly subtle and hard to
fathom. Extraordinary stories were current regarding the
intrigues in which he had been engaged and the cruelty he
had practised. Doubtless there was exaggeration in these,
but he had lived in times when such things were rife, and it
is necessary to realize the surroundings and temptations of a
man when judging his conduct. Though now stricken in years
he was well-preserved; his features were still handsome, and
he had all the air of his Rajput lineage. The phrase
"mellifluous speech" is quite translateable into Persian, and
was applicable to the courtly and euphonious diction which
he used whenever occasion might demand it. He retained a
grateful recollection of Henry Lawrence, whom he regarded as
his political patron, and whose recent death at Lucknow he
lamented as a personal loss. On this occasion, alluding to
Eichard Lawrence, he said, " I see in his face the likeness of
Sir Henry, and my heart becomes full."

On our return to Lahore it became necessary to prepare for
the Governor-General a report on the events of the mutinies in
the Panjab. For this purpose I had many conversations with
John Lawrence, and he wrote some important memoranda for
incorporation in the report. He pondered over the causes of
the great mutiny and rebellion, so that if they should be trace-
able to national error, a salutary lesson might be learnt for the
, -future.

While ready to vindicate the character of his country and the
grand qualities displayed by her sons on the whole in dealing
with the mutinies, he was far from thinking that these qualities
had been displayed by all his countrymen. On the contrary he
knew that a cardinal vice in the then existing system was the
placing of incapable officers in high command by reason of
seniority. The consequences were signally illustrated by the
incompetent proceedings of the authorities during the outbreak
at Meerut. Even at Ferozpur on the Satlej, where the local
commander was esteemed an able man, much disappointment
had been felt at the ineffectual manner in which the mutiny